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Despite the rain and the cold, the "oldtimers" get an enthusiastic reception at the Kitzbühel Alpine Rallye

Overall victory in the 17th Kitzbühel Alpine Rallye goes to Peter Denzel 
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Peter Denzel, with co-driver Peter Schaup, is overall winner of the 17th Kitzbühel Alpine Rally. The winning vehicle is a car with a long history. The Denzel self-build from 1955 has won the Austrian Alpine Rally on several occasions and was also a winning vehicle in the French Alpine Rally – on that occasion it was driven by Wolfgang Denzel, father of the 2004 Alpine Rally winner.

The poor weather for the 17th Kitzbühel Alpine Rally continued into the final day. Even on the Saturday, the magnificent "oldtimers" got a soaking. It was painful for both participants and spectators that the magnificent scenery for the mountain trial remained hidden behind grey rain clouds. It was mainly the teams in the open-top pre-war racing cars, who had the hardest test to overcome, as the fought their way bravely through the cold and the spray thrown up by the leaders.

Grand vehicles from past decades dominated the scene for the 17th Kitzbühel Alpine Rally: From the Bentley Blower, built in 1929, a rare Bugatti 51 GP - car from 1934, a Mercedes SSK from 1928, a rare Cotura RS of 1937 vintage (only two such vehicles in the world) to the many other treasures of automobile history with such stirring names as Porsche, Jaguar, Ferrari, Triumph ...

For the first time in many years, the Alpine Rally followed a route through the Brixen valley again. The start for the mountain trial was the historic market place in Hopfgarten, with the destination for the stage Westendorf. Despite the unfriendly weather, many spectators at both ends of the stage could not miss the opportunity to admire at close quarters the over 160 classics from past decades. 

The closing Concours d’Elegance finished in the pouring rain, but even so thousands of spectators could not miss the final moments of the Kitzbühel Alpine Rally live, staying on to give the "moving automobile museum" a generous round of applause. 

A number of celebrity visitors played their part in the Alpine Rally: Markus Wasmeier, co-driver of racing veteran Eberhard Mahle, Joey Kelly of the Kelly Family at the wheel of a Triumph TR 3, Christoph Gottschalk in a Mercedes Pagode 230, the rally national champion, Raphael Sperrer with a hot Volvo P 1800 Coupé tuned for racing; Hansi Hinterseer with producer Norbert Blecha and Heinz Marececk, an actor in the TV series, SOKO-Kitzbühel, were driven in the former state limousine belonging to the late Yugoslavian leader, Marshall Tito, a Mercedes Benz 600 Pullmann Landaulet – while Austrian ski-jump star Andi Goldberger took his place in a Mercedes 300 SL. Also seen at the Alpine Rally: Secretary General of the Austrian Olympic Committee and boss of Casino Austria, Leo Wallner, the young Tyrolean Formula 3000-hopeful Norbert Siedler and TV weather forecaster Jörg Kachelmann, whose predictions for the rally weekend sadly proved only too accurate. Sometimes it's nicer when the weather experts get it wrong.

Winners of the Kitzbühel Alpine Rally 2004: 

Alpine Rally Trophy 2004:

1. Ing. Peter Denzel / Dr. Peter Schaup, Denzel 1500, built 1955

2. Mag. Michael Höll / Dominik Höll, Aston Martin DB 2/4, built 1959

3. Dr. Johannes Klackl / Florian Klackl, Maserati Mistral, built 1966

Winner pre-war vehicles: 

1. Manfred Bernd / Jürgen Freiwald, BMW 319/1, built 1936

Winner post-war vehicles:

1. Ing. Peter Denzel / Dr. Peter Schaup, Denzel 1500, built 1955

Concours de Technique: 

Pre-war: Anna Thomas, Mercedes SSK, built 1928

Post-war: Michael Rygol, Mercedes 220 B Cabrio, built 1952
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